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Dear Families, 

Yuumma. In acknowledgement of our continuing commitment to 

cultural integrity, our Reconciliation Action Plan Team has developed 

an Acknowledgement of Country for all staff to feature as part of 

their email signature block…and we are thrilled with this initiative.   

Thank you also to our P&C team and teaching staff for hosting a 

daytime disco in lieu of the traditional evening disco. We are 

continually finding innovative ways to adapt school traditions and 

routines to ensure that our community members are safe.  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading ‘boost’ groups 

Teachers have been busy completing end of term 3 reading assessments for children in Kindergarten to Year 2. 

Although we are still analysing the data, we are generally really pleased with the progress made. For example, 52% of 

our K-2 children have already reached their end of year benchmark! We have also completed writing assessments for 

each child so that we are able to personalise teaching programs to meet each child’s learning need. Currently, the 

children are also completing numeracy assessments to inform our term 4 teaching and learning programs.  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tuesday 22 October | 10.00-11.30 
Paint & Play 

Friday 25 September 
End of Term 3 

Monday 12 October 
School resumes for Term 4 

Monday 19 – Friday 23 October 
BOOK WEEK 

Monday 26 – Friday 30 October 
CHILDREN’S WEEK 
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Children’s Week Celebrations  

We have been notified from the ACT Children’s Week Committee that we have been 

successful in receiving a Children’s Week grant that will support our ‘outside learning 

day’ and official opening of slide mountain. I have asked Lyndall Read to visit the 

school on that special day. As part of our Children’s Week celebrations, I am also 

currently preparing a multimedia presentation to show the children about the games 

their grandparents played as small children. If your child is visiting a grandparent or 

great grandparent during the school holidays, please record some video footage of 

your grandfriend being asked and answering the question… “What games did you 

play when you were 4, 5, 6 or 7?”  – we will collate these and share with the children 

at a gathering before the outdoor learning day.  Please send these short video recordings into info@scecs.act.edu.au . 

Progressing Parental Engagement Grant 

In August, Jessica Yeo (P&C President) and I collaborated with many Southern Cross stakeholders (including 

our very clever Nicole Emerton) and submitted a grant application to support the P&C Association with 

maintaining parental engagement activities at the school. Last week we received notification that we have 

been successful! The $20 000.00 grant money will assist our P&C Association in collaboration with Anglicare 

and the SCECS Education Directorate staff, to create an Action Team (with subsequent activities) to focus on  

refurbishing an area of the library to create a more efficient inclusive adult gathering space.  

Year 2 Playground Consultation 

We have developed a year-round maintenance plan for the Oasis, Balance Challenge, Forest Treehouse and 

Slide Mountain play areas so that these spaces always look in top condition and are ready for the children 

to play. As part of our renewed focus on these purpose built areas, you may remember that a few weeks 

ago we asked the children in Year 2 to contribute their ideas. Our future community leaders came up with 

some really positive expectations…a few Oasis ideas are shared below 😊. Nicky Smith will be working with 

the children to create signage for the spaces as a reminder.  

• keep the sand in the sandpit and the rocks safely on the ground in the riverbed  

• shoes and socks can be off in the sandpit  

• dirt stays in the dirt pit ready for digging 

• children share the water with teachers helping by turning the water on and off at the main tank 
 

Wishing all Southern Cross Early Childhood School families a relaxing and safe school holiday break. Enjoy your 

beautiful children…we certainly do!   

Yerra, Catherine 

Catherine Dillon 
Acting Principal 
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From Southern Cross 

Parking Safely Around Schools 

If you need to drive to school, remember to park legally at all times. Parking Operations use a Licence Plate 

Recognition vehicle (or electronic chalking), which regularly patrols school environments to increase safety for 

children. Motorists that commit an offence will receive their infringement notice in the mail (rather than on their 

windscreen) 5-7 days after the offence.  

While the school can become congested during 

the peak times, illegal parking should be avoided 

at all times as it creates an unsafe environment 

for children and local residents. Parents are 

welcome to park on side streets around the 

school, but please remember to park legally. 

Infringements for parking on nature strips, 

footpaths, verges, street corners and near 

children’s crossings start from $114.  

More information is available on the Transport 

Canberra website to promote safe behaviours 

around schools. Please help to make our school 

community safe. 

 

 

Scholastic Book Fair 

Scholastic Bookfair is coming to Southern Cross Early Childhood School week 2 next term.  

This year the bookfair will be looking slightly different with the 

restrictions in place in schools for COVID-19.  The children will still 

come through with their class and will look through the exciting 

options available. They will complete their ‘Wish List’ which will be 

sent home to families.  Families will be able to pay for any books 

they wish to purchase online or by sending in the correct cash with 

their child. We will then deliver the books to the children in their 

classroom to bring home. If the book is sold out from the stock at 

school, we will place a back order and let families know.  More 

information on the process for ordering will come out next term. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6B6PPgOC8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6B6PPgOC8I
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/active-travel-for-schools
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/active-travel-for-schools


From the P&C  

It's been a busy few weeks for the P&C! 

Rainbow Disco 

The two daytime discos were a huge success and lots of fun! It was great to be 

able to offer this important event in a COVID-friendly way. A huge thank you to 

the volunteers who made it all happen on the day, the teachers for letting us 

interrupt your day and the kids for hardly noticing the difference between a 

daytime or nighttime disco! Big W Civic and Gateway Bookshop Wagga 

donated some of the lucky dip prizes and we thank them for their support. 

Pie+Pasta+Pastry Round 2 

Thank you to everyone that supported the second Pie+Pasta+Pastry event. Our biggest thanks go to Sweet Bones 

Bakery and Hudsons Catering for working with us to provide delicious food and raise money for our school 

community. In the next week or so we will donate half the profits to Anglicare Early Childhood Education. 

Progressing Parental Engagement Grant 

Our biggest news is that we were successful in our application for a $20,000 grant from the ACT Government!!!!!!!  

This grant is to support parent engagement to build stronger school communities and Southern Cross will be creating 

a Yarning Corner in an under-utilised corner of the library. This space will be a place where families can meet and chat 

over tea or coffee. The works will be completed within 12 months and the P&C will be working with the school to 

create this special corner of our school. I must stress that 

Catherine Dillon and Nicole Emerton are the brains and heart 

behind this idea. Thank you both. 

P&C Positions 2021 

As we head into our last term of 2020 I need to remind our 

community that we are looking for people to step into the 

committee roles in 2021. Jess is leaving the school and Nicole 

and Mel have both done two years in their roles. You will 

inherit a P&C that is in a great financial position, events that 

work and are easy to run and the support of the out-going 

committee. You will also see the Yarning Corner come to 

fruition!   

 

 Proposed Yarning Corner 



From Anglicare 

Bright Star Café Menu – Term 4 

Start planning your Term 4 lunches today! Here is the delicious and nutricious menu starting in Week 1 of term 4. 

 

It’s Back…. 

 



Community Information 

 

 

ACT Nutrition Support Service 

Welcome to Salad Season 🥗😋 

With some beautiful sunny days this week and an abundance of seasonal greens readily available, now is the perfect 

time to get salads back on the table! Check out our Roasted Tofu Salad - this will have the whole family wanting 

more! 

With Morrocan crispy tofu, fresh greens, sweet beetroot and a 

zesty salad dressing, there is a lot to love about this salad.  

What you will need:  

• 100g firm tofu, cubed 

• 1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil 

• ½ teaspoon Moroccan seasoning 

• 1 beetroot, fresh (canned works too!) 

• 1 carrot 

• 1 cucumber 

• 2 spring onions 

• 200g lettuce mix 

https://actnss.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fa126c94622f2b8d79233f00a&id=b98ce7b865&e=e7d57a7e92


Dressing  

Juice of 1 lemon 

1/2 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil 

Visit our website for the full recipe! 

Not feeling this recipe? Check out the other salad recipes on our website! 

 

How to build a winner salad 

Use our salad building tool to make an exciting and balanced salad every time! Perfect for dinner, planning work 

lunches or even the school lunchbox.  

 

 

Click here to download a PDF version of the salad building tool. 

 

 

 

https://actnss.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fa126c94622f2b8d79233f00a&id=bbab03ce76&e=e7d57a7e92
https://actnss.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fa126c94622f2b8d79233f00a&id=74f5292f77&e=e7d57a7e92
https://actnss.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fa126c94622f2b8d79233f00a&id=7f068702dd&e=e7d57a7e92


 



Another Chance op shop, Scullin shops will be having 50% 

off the entire store from Monday 28 September through to 

Saturday 10 October (coinciding with the school holidays).  

Store hours are 10am – 4:30pm weekdays and 10am – 1pm 

Saturday.  Like our Facebook page for regular updates.  

Another Chance is truly a hidden gem – worth your time to 

visit, especially during our 50% off sale. 

Another Chance is a project of Mosaic Baptist church – “in the community, for the community”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


