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DATES TO REMEMBER

Hello families and friends,
Welcome to week 4 everyone! Our term has been so busy already and there is
a lot of appreciation in this newsletter as well as some reminders for what is

Tuesday 1 November
Botanic Gardens Excursion
Guginya & Wamburrang

coming up in our calendar!

Tuesday 1 November
BIKE AND KITE DAY

Canberra Reptile Zoo Incursion

Wow – what a wonderful turn out at Bike and Kite Day yesterday! Thank you

Year 1/2

to those in our community that came along. Families had fun with face
painting, glitter tattoos, drumming and music, kite making and flying, and of
course, bike riding. We were so lucky to have a sunny and warm day for our

Tuesday 8 November | 2.00
Colour Run
Guginya and Wamburrang

event.
A HUGE thank you to Sharon, our Community Coordinator, for making this day
happen. Thank you to all our staff for preparing the materials we needed on
the day and thank you to those who attended on the day, especially Liz who
helped us to set up and pack up. Our wonderful P&C provided a BBQ and
raised money for our school – thank you to all the volunteers.

Wednesday 9 November | 9.15-10.00
Whole School Gathering
Ghaddi hosting
Thursday 10 November
Botanic Gardens Excursion
Bunduluk & Dnnawan

BIKE SHELTER
We officially opened the new Bike Shelter (at the top of the school) at Bike

Thursday 10 November | 2.00

and Kite Day yesterday. Now you can bring your children’s bike to the new

Colour Run

shelter on their ‘Learn to Ride’ day. Bikes will be in the shade, and they will be
protected from the rain. Teachers will bring the classes up to the Bike Shelter
to collect their bikes ready for riding. Our school bikes are also now housed in
the new shed as a part of the Bike Shelter. There is a new gate and path from
our top car park so on the days you bring a bike or scooter to school, please
park up the top to access the Bike Shelter easily.
Southern Cross Early Childhood School
Wirraway Crescent Scullin | ACT | 2614

02 6142 0020
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Southern Cross Early Childhood School acknowledges that our children learn on Ngunnawal Land

Monday 14 November
Staff Planning Day

CONGRATULATIONS
I would like to congratulate Johnathan and Hayley for their presentation at the online Affiliated Schools Conference
last week. Hayley, Jonathan and myself have been involved in a Teachers as Researchers initiative throughout 2022. As
a part of this, Hayley and Jonathan engaged in professional learning to become expert coaches in our school. They
have been coaching teachers across P-2 to support our School Improvement Journey. I would like to thank them for all
their hard work and for their expert coaching. Many of our teachers have grown in confidence and skill as a direct
impact of this coaching. Well done Hayley and Johnathan!
GRANDPARENTS AND FRIENDS DAY
Our lovely grandparents and friends spent time with the children this morning (beginning of the week and K-2) and last
Thursday morning (end of the week preschool groups). The children showed their special visitors through classrooms,
the hall and the library. The children were so proud sharing their learning and engaging in experiences across the
school. Thank you to those that could come and visit and thanks to all our staff for organising the event.
TERM 4 REPORTS
Our term 4 reports will go home in week 9 this term. As in semester 1, our teachers are committed to documenting
the learning that has happened in semester 2 and will be providing some comments in reports. Advice again from our
Education Directorate has been to omit comments, however our teachers have changed the style of the reports
slightly to allow a reduced workload but to still provide families with information about their child’s learning. Our K-2
comments will be written in dot point form and preschool will write one paragraph to summarise the learning from
semester 2. Interviews will be held in week 10 at parent request.
2023 CLASS PLANNING
It is that time of year when we start to forward plan and consider classes for 2023. The children will be selecting five
‘positive working partners’ (these are not always our friends) in a class with their teachers. This information, as well as
the extensive knowledge your child’s teacher has of the children, will support our team when making decisions for our
2023 class placements. If you would like to contribute some further information, please use the Google Form link:
Class Planning 2023. Please be aware that as much as we try to fulfill everyone’s requests, it is not always possible to
do so.
WHOLE SCHOOL GATHERING
We are pleased to let you know that we will be holding a Whole School Gathering on Wednesday Week 5 at 9:15am in
the hall. Parents are welcome to attend. Ghaddi will be hosting, and our P&C will be presenting a cheque to our
kindergarten children as a part of their learning in Play Workshop (shhh – the children do not know yet).
A COLLABORATIVE APPROACH FOR QUALITY PHYSICAL EDUCATION IN EARLY CHILDHOOD USING A
PERSONALISED SYSTEM OF INSTRUCTION
Our year 1/2 children and our teachers have been involved in a partnership with the University of Canberra that has
delivered quality physical education experiences to our year 1/2 children and has provided learning for our teachers so

they can become experts in delivering physical education to children. As a part of this research, a few members from
the University of Canberra have asked us to offer to families if they would like to be involved in a 40-minute focus
group so information may be collected about the initiative. If you are interested in being a part of this, please email
your interest to Nicole at nicole.emerton@ed.act.edu.au.
Warm regards,

Kelly

FROM SOUTHERN CROSS
Grandparents and Friends Day
What an amazing turn out for Grandparents and Friends Day!
Bunduluk and Dnnawan had grandparents and friends visit them on Thursday 27 October. It was lovely to see so many
people come along for morning tea and a peek in the classroom.
The weather wasn’t kind on Monday, when the rest of the classes had their grandparents and friends visit, but we
were able to adapt and move things indoors for the morning.

THANK YOU to all the special people in our children’s lives for showing such a keen interest in the learning that
happens here at Southern Cross.

Bike and Kite Day
Yesterday’s bright and sunny weather was perfect for our annual Bike and Kite Community Gathering.
Kites were high and Dennis our Kite expert was on hand for repairs. Cherie kept us moving and grooving with
drummers’ circles, singing and dancing. The Gecko Gang added some colour and glitter, and our bikes and scooters
were in motion.

Together we played, zoomed, munched, connected and relaxed – we even had time for a nap.
This event was made more special by the support of ACT Children’s Week, our amazing P&C and all the helping hands.
Thank you to our families and the wider community who came to share their Sunday with us.
Play Workshop – Kindergarten
Kindergarten has had an exciting and energetic
start to term 4. During Play Workshop we have
been exploring the different aspects of art
including dance, drama and visual arts.
The children are learning about how the
different art forms can be used to tell a story.
Throughout week 1 we explored the different
aspects of dance and the importance of dance
in various cultures.
This week the learning focus has been around how we can use our body to tell a story. The children have been
exploring how they can move their whole body safely around a space.
Through using their imagination and body, the children have created different places and settings and acted out their
story using clear and detailed actions.

So far, their adventures have taken them to space, the beach, fairy land and dinosaur land, to name a few. We are
excited to continue this learning and watch the children develop their imaginations and confidence throughout term 4.

AN UPDATE ON THE LOOSE PARTS…
The kindergarten children have been continuing to use the loose parts to support their learning. This term we have
been using the loose parts as inspiration for our writing. The children created a robot using the loose parts and then
wrote about what they had created using adjectives to make their writing more interesting for the reader. There were
some very creative ideas including a popbot to make popcorn, a cleaning bot and a cotton candy bot.
We would like to thank all of the people who generously supported our market at the end of term 2 and the Southern
Cross P&C who have made a generous donation, along with Simon W who also made a generous donation and offered
his time and expertise to enhance our vision of using loose parts here at Southern Cross.
Due to these amazing donations, we have begun the process of purchasing a shed to store our loose parts. This means
all our children from K-2 will be able to extend their learning using the loose parts.

FROM THE SOUTHERN CROSS P&C
BIKE AND KITE DAY
Thank you for coming to Bike and Kite Day! What a wonderful lovely sunny day to spend with the community. Thanks
to our wonderful school staff for running such a successful event and our P&C volunteers who helped run the BBQ. We
raised around $275 which will go back to the school.
2022 COMMEMORATIVE TEA TOWEL – ORDER NOW!
2022 Tea Towels are now ready to be ordered through our website. Our kids have drawn very cute self-portraits (and
handprints for those in Anglicare) in class.
Tea Towels will be ready to collect at the end of Term 4 in time to make great Christmas presents!
Cost of Tea Towels are:
1 for $12.50
2 for $25.00
3 for $30.00
4 for $40.00
5 for $50.00
Funds raised from your purchase will go back to the school. Please order through our sustainable schools website
here:
https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/southern-cross-early-childhood-school/custom-store/scecsteatls
NEXT WEEK IS OUR COLOUR FUN RUN!
The event will kick off at school at 2pm on:
- Tuesday 8 November for start of week preschool; and
- Thursday 10 November for the rest of the school.
We look forward to seeing all the children get involved!

If any parents would like to get involved please email the P&C
at scecspandc@gmail.com. Even if you can’t help, we’d love to see you
down there on the day cheering the children on… everyone’s invited!

Please remember to keep collecting donations so we can expand our amazing outdoor play area. Registrations to
collect donations are still open at schoolfunrun.com.au.
Thanks for supporting us with your fundraising efforts, we look forward to celebrating with an amazing day!
UNIFORM ORDERS HAVE ARRIVED
Good news! Our order of blue, short sleeved polo shirts has arrived just in time for the warmer weather. Please use
the Sustainable Schools website to order.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
ACT Nutrition Support Service
1-2-3 STEPS TO A HEALTHY SANDWICH

1) Choose your bread
Best choices: wholegrain, multigrain, wholemeal or try:
•

Soy & linseed

•

Sourdough

•

Rye, pumpernickel

•

White with added fibre

•

Fruit breads

•

Wraps, tortillas, mountain bread

•

Grainy crisp breads

2) Pick your spread
Use polyunsaturated or monounsaturated margarines sparingly or try:
•

Hummus

•

Reduced-fat mayonnaise

•

Reduced-fat cream cheese or spread

•

Cottage or ricotta cheese

•

Mashed avocado or cooked pumpkin

•

Chutney, relish or salsa

3) Find your fillings
•

All vegetables, washed, raw or cooked

•

Canned fish, baked beans or other beans

•

Avocado, reduced-fat cheese or egg

•

Cold lean meat or reduced-fat luncheon meats

•

All fruit, fresh, canned or dried

Be creative and try a variety of different combinations:
•

Chicken, avocado, lettuce, cucumber, and reduced-fat cream cheese

•

Egg, grated carrot, lettuce, cucumber, and hummus

•

Tuna, corn, lettuce, and reduced-fat mayonnaise

•

Lean roast beef, lettuce, tomato, reduced fat cheese and relish

https://actnss.org/resource-type/fact-sheet/

