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Dear Families 

Yumalundi (welcome in Ngunnawal) to all of our families, friends, 

staff and children. What a fabulous start to 2021 we have had! I 

would like to welcome our new teachers Belinda Smith (Wirria), 

Rebecca Morgan (Dyurra) and Sharron Wynn (Ghaddi). Welcome to 

our Southern Cross Community! Please read more information below 

to get to know our newest staff members.  

I would like to congratulate all of our preschool children, families and 

staff. It has been such an amazing week of learning new routines, 

exploring the preschool environment and of course saying goodbye 

to family members. The children have all been so brave and have all 

had an exciting and energetic start to their preschool year. We 

welcome feedback on our transition, orientation and first day 

processes. If you would like to provide any feedback or suggestions, 

please talk to your child’s teacher, Emma, Nicky or myself.  

Children in our kindergarten and year 1/2 classes have already begun 

learning through our reading and writing workshops and our play 

workshops (previously known as investigations). The children are 

loving focusing on a specific curriculum area and collaborating as 

they answer a big question that they are all wondering about.  

Upgrades Throughout the School 

While everyone has been having a well-earned break, we have had 

many areas of the school upgraded. I would like to thank Emma M 

(business manager) and Jose (BSO) who have ensured all workers have had access to the school site. Below is a list of 

all the wonderful things that have happened so you can notice these areas as you walk through the school: 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Monday 8 February – Friday 12 February 

Getting to know you Interviews 

Tuesday 23 February | 5.15-6.00 

All about Preschool Curriculum – Parent 
Information Session 

Wednesday 24 February | 7.00  

P&C AGM 

Wednesday 3 March | 5.15-6.00 

Transition Pathways – Parent Information 
Session 

Monday 15 March 

Canberra Day Public Holiday 

Southern Cross Early Childhood School 

Wirraway Crescent Scullin |ACT |2614 

  

Telephone (02) 6142 0020 

Email: info@scecs.act.edu.au 

Web: www.scecs.act.edu.au 

Southern Cross Early Childhood School acknowledges that our children learn on Ngunnawal Land. 

  

Southern Cross Early Childhood School 

Principal: Kelly Booker 

Deputy Principal: Emma Davidson 

Executive Teacher: Nicky Smith 

Community coordinator: Jason Thornton 

Business Manager: Emma Muffet 

Office Administrator: Nicole Emerton 

Anglicare at Southern Cross 

Director: Erin Uphill 

Assistant Director: Renée Buchanan 

Educational Leader: Mel Marshall 

Centre Administrator: Rosie Chant 

mailto:info@scecs.act.edu.au
http://www.scecs.act.edu.au/


• The lighting in the hall has been replaced with LED 

lighting, working efficiently for our environment. 

• New doors have been fitted that lead into the 

kindergarten corridor. 

• The courtyard in between Anglicare and our preschool 

entries was cleared out ready for an upgrade this term. 

Our Southern Cross team and the Anglicare team have 

been working collaboratively to plan for the upgrade – and 

it is almost complete! Make sure you take a look at our 

beautiful new learning space. 

• Air conditioning units have been fitted in all classrooms 

across kindergarten and year 1/2. 

• The carpet has been replaced in Belinda’s year 1/2 room. 

• Unfortunately, the tree in the Reconciliation Courtyard has 

had to be removed due to borers. Jason and the RAP team have many wonderful ideas for this area so watch this 

space! 

Getting to Know You Interviews 

You will have received an email from Nicole with a link for you to select an interview time with your child’s teacher. 

Working in partnership with you is something we highly value. You know your child best and it is important for us to 

gather that information early in the year to support us in our role as your child’s teacher. If you haven’t yet booked in, 

please call Nicole at reception who can help.  

COVID-19 Update 

We continue to remain vigilant and safe across our site this term to ensure that we keep COVID-19 as bay. We are 

very lucky to be able to live, work and play in the ACT where community transmission is so low. Additional cleaning 

will continue at Southern Cross for now. The guidelines we must follow are: 

• Density requirements – visitors must not exceed one person per two square metres in indoor or outdoor spaces.  

• Physical distancing – visitors should keep 1.5 metres apart from each other where possible, unless they are from 

the same family group. 

• Checking in - Visitors to schools, including parents and carers, should check in using established school processes. 

If families would like to plan to stay onsite for longer than 15 minutes, they should be signed in at reception, using 

normal school processes.  

I would like to thank everyone in our community for the way you have all remained patient and supported us to keep 

everyone safe. It truly does show our community spirit.  

Community Events 

Many of our traditional community events will be able to go ahead this year – so exciting! As mentioned above, you 

are all invited to our Getting to Know You interviews this week.  

We have decided to hold our Community Picnic and Camp Out as one event this year. An application form through 

ACT Health is required for these after-school hours events. We have sent in our application and are awaiting a reply. 

More details to come about this great event.  

Kind regards, 

Kelly 



From Southern Cross 

How to Notify the School of Your Child’s Absence 

Southern Cross Early Childhood School will be sending an SMS to inform families of student absences. You will receive 

an SMS to let you know your child has been recorded as absent on the morning of their absence. We will endeavour 

to send this message by 10.30am every day. This will reassure you of your child’s arrival at school and make it easier 

for you to keep your child’s attendance record up to date when they are absent. 

Simply reply via SMS, with your child’s name and the reason for your child’s absence, your reply will be saved directly 

onto your child’s attendance record. If you do not reply, your child’s absence will be recorded as ‘unexplained’.  

• For unexpected absences, responding to the SMS will notify the school and be placed directly onto your 

child’s attendance record. 

• For late arrival, you may still receive an SMS in the morning, please sign in at reception and your child’s 

attendance record will be updated to a partial attendance for that day. 

• For planned absences, we would still appreciate advanced notice of your child’s absence, please notify your 

class teacher or Nicole at reception. 

SMS notification messages will commence Tuesday 8 February 2021. 

Stationery Supplies 

Thank you to families that have already purchased stationery supplies for 2021. At Southern Cross children 

experience very interactive and creative learning and children utilise many types of resources to enhance their 

learning experiences. Your support with purchasing these requirements is appreciated. 

The last day to order is Friday 26 February 2021. 

For Kindergarten – Year 2: 

Please  visit www.cos.net.au and follow these steps: 

1. Click on School Packs in menu task bar 

2. Enter the Username: southerncrossearlychildhood@cos.net.au Password: Parents-21 

3. Select the Year level required for 2021 

4. Review product selection based on your requirements 

- Please note, items may have been marked as either mandatory or optional by your school 

5. Add your Pack to the Cart 

6. Enter your Child’s Details & your address (all packs will delivered to the school) 

7. Enter in your credit card details and submit 

You will receive an order confirmation via email. 

For Preschool: 

• Cash - correct amount paid at reception in an envelope with your child’s name and class written on the front. 

• Online – payments can be made online via QuickWeb. To access, click on the link or go to the school’s website 

and select the payment tab.  If making payment via Quickweb you will require- 

http://www.cos.net.au/
mailto:southerncrossearlychildhood@cos.net.au
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Voluntary Contributions 

Over the coming weeks families will receive a request for Voluntarty Contributions. 

During the year your child will participate in a variety of learning experiences that require additional art and craft 

supplies, cooking ingredients and dramatic play props.  A voluntary contribution of $60.00 per child will help support 

us in covering the cost of these items. These contributions, made by families each year, directly support children’s 

education and the learning environment at Southern Cross Early Childhood School.   

Please note that the payment of this financial contribution is voluntary. The Education Act 2004 states that your child 

will not be approached or refused benefits or services if you choose not to contribute. Individual records of 

contributions are kept confidential. 

 We appreciate your support. 

New Educators at Southern Cross 

Sharron Wynn  

I have been a teacher for over 20 years, working mainly in Early 

Childhood (K-2), which is where my passion lies. For the past six years I 

have been teaching at O’Connor Cooperative School as the Year 1/2 and 

science teacher. I am passionate about visual arts and literacy and look 

forward to investigating a range of art techniques with the children as 

well as exploring what good readers and writers do to be successful!  

With my husband Geoff, we have two children, Liam 12, and Jessica 10. We enjoy bike riding, going for long walks 

together and we also share a love of the Canberra Raiders!   

I am looking forward to joining the Southern Cross Community and getting to know all of you. I value the 

contributions parents and carers make to the education of our children and look forward to working closely with you.  

EXAMPLE 

Student Key: (first 5 letters of student surname then first initial) SMITHJ 

Student Name: John SMITH 

Year Level: Preschool                                                                                      

Fee Code: PREREQ 
 
This information has been previously sent to preschool families with an email titled -  
Southern Cross Early Childhood School Preschool requirements for 2021 

 



Belinda Smith  

After starting to learn the piano as a child, I became very passionate about music and 

education. This passion led me to join the Chamber Music Ensemble at the Australian 

National University throughout years 11-12. After completing the program, I studied a 

Bachelor of Music. To extend on my passion for education, I then completed a Master 

of Primary Teaching at the University of Canberra. I look forward to sharing my love of 

music, and being part of a  

life-long learning journey with students. I feel very fortunate to be a teacher at 

Southern Cross Early Childhood School that is filled with kindness from the staff, 

families and students.  

Rebecca (Bec) Morgan  

My name is Bec and I have been working in early childhood education in various roles 

for the past 9 years, including as Centre Director and Early Childhood Teacher. Prior to 

that I had spent 5 years traveling around the world, living in Canada, New Zealand, 

Falkland Islands, Brazil and Argentina. I am passionate about play in early childhood 

and love the philosophy at Southern Cross Early Childhood School. I am thrilled to be 

working here two days a week and have loved getting to know the children, families 

and the incredible teachers and staff that make this place so special. I love trees, 

plants, bushwalking, children’s books, playing the guitar and learning languages. At 

home, my husband and I speak a mix of English, Spanish and Quechua (one of the 

native languages of South America) with our two daughters, aged 6 and 1. I am really 

looking forward to getting to know you all.  

Lunchtime Learning Clubs 

 



Ngunnawal Class Names 

Group/Teacher Ngunnawal English Pronunciation 

ANGLICARE 

Nursery Gula Koala Gu-ala 

Toddlers Buru Kangaroo Bu-ru 

Preschool Munjawari Bandicoot Mun-ja-wari 

Nature Preschool Walga Eagle Wal-ga 

BSC/ASC Nuddya Bat Nudd-ya 

PRESCHOOL 

Maria M/T/W Guginya Kookaburra Gu-gin-ya 

Kathleen M/T/W Wamburrang Black Cockatoo Wam-burr-an 

Kellie W/T/F Bunduluk Rosella Bun-da-luk 

Sarah W/T/F Dnnawan Emu Dinn-a-won 

KINDERGARTEN 

Candy & Bec Dyurra Stars Doo-ra 

Hayley Kabbadang Moon Kabb-a-dan 

Nicole Winyu Sun Win-yu 

YEAR 1/2 

Dee Dyirrigurat Frog Dirri-gu-rat 

Emily Gudamang Turtle Gud-a-man 

Sharron & Bianca Ghaddi Snake Gar-de 

Belinda Wirria Goanna Wirr-ia 

 

Sources: 

• https://www.forkword.com/plog/?p=694 

• Serena Williams 

• William Tompkins - Ngunnawal Elder 

• Ngunnawal Language Handbook - produced by the Ngunnwal Langauge Centre, an initiative of the Local 
Aboriginal land Council 

 

Linking Families to Learning - How do the teachers at Southern Cross expect my child to do 
his or her best?   

Relationships are key to many aspects of our work with children at Southern Cross.  Once children know that we are 

interested in them and care about them, then they are more likely to take chances with their learning and share what 

they know.  As Dr James Comer says “No significant learning occurs without a significant relationship”.  Teachers use 

many different strategies to understand where children are at with their learning.  These strategies could include 

observations, anecdotal reports, checklists, assessment tasks, discussions, data, learning journals and reports.  Every 

day teachers are building and growing their understanding of your child and where they are with their learning and 

development.   

https://www.forkword.com/plog/?p=694


Once your child’s teacher has some information, they work out what the next steps are, framed by the Early Years 

Learning Framework for preschool and the Australian Curriculum for Kindergarten to Year 2, to help your child 

progress.  Detailed feedback during learning helps your child to know what the next steps are or how they can 

improve their learning.  Goal setting is a crucial part of this process and we are working to make our learning visible 

across the school. This will look different across the years but children will develop with their teachers (and 

sometimes with you) individual, small group or class goals for their learning.  They will then be supported to progress 

their learning to meet that goal. 

As parents and carers, you hold such a comprehensive understanding of your child that often teachers will call on 

your knowledge of your child to help them in some areas.  This is why our Getting to Know You interviews and staying 

connected over the term are so important.  Each term your child’s teacher will send out a term overview which will 

help you know what learning is planned for the term.  We also contact families when we are developing Individual 

Learning Plans (ILP’s) and Personalised Learning Plans (PLP’s) for children requiring additional support.   Should you 

think that there is a mismatch between your expectations and the teacher’s expectations then please talk to your 

child’s teacher as soon as possible so that we can work through the issue. 

You can find out more information about how you can support your child to do their best at school at the Education 

Directorate website below. 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/parental-engagement/information-for-parents 

For more information about the Early Years Learning Framework or the Australian Curriculum please go to 

https://www.education.gov.au/early-years-learning-framework-0 or https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au 

If you have any additional questions please see your child’s teacher, Emma (Preschool team leader) or Nicky  

(Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 team leader) 

 

Community Hub  

Community Coordinator 

I would like to welcome everyone to Southern Cross Early Childhood School for the 

start of the school year.  My role as the Community Coordinator is to work with 

families, the local community and school staff to develop a school environment 

where everyone feels welcome, safe, supported and connected. I organise school 

community events, provide family support, link children and families with 

community services and events, conduct parenting workshops and courses, 

oversee the social and emotional learning across the school, and run the school’s 

sustainability program. 

As a part of our family-school partnership plan we invite parents and carers to be 

involved in school programs and take on various responsibilities across the school. 

Here are some programs to start off the year:   

https://www.education.act.gov.au/parental-engagement/information-for-parents
https://www.education.gov.au/early-years-learning-framework-0%20or%20https:/www.australiancurriculum.edu.au


Green Team 

If you enjoy working in the garden and have some spare time during the week, come and join our Green Team. The 

Environment Courtyard and our orchard require continual maintenance and it’s always nice to have extra helping 

hands. 

Be You Action Team 

‘Be You is a national mental health initiative for educators which aims to promote and protect positive mental 

health in children and young people in every early learning service and school in Australia.’ 

Reference: https://beyou.edu.au/get-started 

Southern Cross Early Childhood School is a Be You learning community and has formed our own Be You Action Team 

of parents, carers and educators to oversee and implement mental health practices across the school. Our aim in 

2021 is to build school staff capacity and confidence to support children and families who are experiencing mental 

health challenges. We invite parents and carers to join our 2021 team. 

Be You - Family Engagement Coordinators 

Each class has a Family Engagement Coordinator (FEC) who works with other FECs from classes in the same year 

group to organise play dates outside school hours. FECs plan play dates each term to connect families and develop 

friendships and support networks. Please let your teacher know if you want to be your child’s class representative. 

If you are interested in any of these roles or programs, or would like to be more involved with the school, please 

contact me on 6142 0020 or via email - jason.thornton@ed.act.edu.au . 

Jason Thornton  
Community Coordinator 

Story Time 

 

 

https://beyou.edu.au/get-started
mailto:jason.thornton@ed.act.edu.au


Linking Families to Learning 

Welcome back to a new year of learning together at school and home. This section of the newsletter is designed to 

give families ideas on ways to support their child at home with their learning. We often get asked questions from 

families on ways to help with reading, writing, numeracy and social and emotional learning.  Each fortnight a different 

topic with helpful hints will be covered. 

The beginning of the school year can sometimes bring big emotions for our children and this could result in the 

morning drop off being emotional for your child and also yourself.  Here are some ways you could help to support 

your child to have the most positive start to the day. 

• Have a set routine in the morning, this could also include a routine when you get to school. Talk about this 

with your child to see what routine makes a positive morning for them and you. 

• Use a visual timetable for the morning this could be something your child marks off when they have 

completed it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Have a photo of their family at school can help for your child to have a visual to go to if needed. 

• Getting your child to help with packing their lunch box and allowing some choice in what they eat for the day, 

for example banana or apple and sandwich, wrap or salad. This gives them some ownership and can help with 

fussy eaters. 

• Start to develop their independence by getting your child to pack their bag. Start by having all the things they 

need and get them to problem solve where it will all fit. 

• Let them know (if possible) when any routine for the morning or afternoon pick up is going to be different so 

they know what to expect. 

• Remember our teachers are out for Morning Muster at 8.55am, so if the morning has been a little different or 

unsettled touch base with them.  



By the end of the week children may be getting tired and therefore saying goodbye can be emotional. Please connect 

with a teacher or any of our support staff to help. We will connect with you as soon as possible to let you know how 

they have settled. This is hard for both children and parents but be reassured that children will often settle quite 

quickly and be happy playing and learning with their friends.  

Anglicare 

Welcome to a new year with Anglicare!  

Things to know 

• Renée will be at Reception Mondays could you please email all enquires to southerncross@anglicare.com.au 

and these will be processed or forwarded on to the relevant team member.  

• Rosie will be at Reception from Tuesday to Friday to process accounts, as the Centre Administrator. 

• Just a reminder that we require two weeks notice in writing for any changes to bookings both long day care 

and before and after school care.  

• If your child is absent please notify the centre on southerncross@anglicare.com.au or 6142 0020 

• Children attending the school in Preschool to Year 2 have the option to purchase a lunch order made by our 

lovely Chef Hana in the Bright Star Cafe – these include a hot meal and piece of fruit for $5.00. Each term we 

have a new Seasonal Menu on a four week rotation.  

Menu and envelopes for payment are found on the reception desk. Please ensure you mark down your class 

name and any allergies or dietary preferences, and you can pre-order in advance! 

 

Walga Nature Preschool  

During week one, it has been wonderful to see the children learning and engaging on Country, exploring 

acknowledgements of country and all the environments they are going to be visiting through the year in and around 

the school grounds. As this is a brand new full time program, we appreciate your patience as we establish routines, 

where to put our bags, drink bottles and lunchboxes, what to wear each day or pack in case and explore our nature- 

play based curriculum.  

Some of our friends start in Before Preschool Program 7:30-9:00 in the Community Room (located behind Bright Star 

Café) with other prechooler’s who will be dropped off by an educator to their classes when the school bell rings.  

Our morning routine is group time and morning tea (Munch and Crunch) then off we go for a day outdoors! We come 

back in to collect any lunch orders before having a picnic lunch somewhere and more play-based enquiry activities. 

Mindfulness yoga and opportunities to rest in our tent also occur during this time. In the afternoon, we meet back in 

the Community Room for afternoon tea and the After Preschool Program children join us at 3:00pm. At 5pm and we 

take our belongings to Munjawari for the last hour of the day to enjoy the preschool yard and slide mountain!  

WHERE TO SIGN IN AND OUT: We will have a tablet in the Community Room or at the Reception to sign over the duty 

of care of your child to the educators. We will sign on your behalf when your child is moving between programs, 

mailto:southerncross@anglicare.com.au
mailto:southerncross@anglicare.com.au


however on your next collection you will be asked to confirm this under your digital account when you next sign into 

the tablets.  

WHERE TO FIND US: (7:30 - 9am and 3:00-6pm in the Community Room) this will change to the new courtyard once 

completed.  

IF I AM LATE: Make your way to reception and we will ring the Walga educators to find their exact location on school 

grounds.  

FOOD IN WALGA: As we are out and about all day, little bodies require fuel for energy.  

We only provide lunch for children that have booked into our before AND after school programs for a day. Please 

pack a lunchbox with 3 meals with lots of fresh snacks for Munch and Crunch and Afternoon Tea and Lunch. 

MORE INFORMATION: Check out the Walga Brochure on the Anglicare website 

https://www.anglicare.com.au/services/early-learning/anglicare-at-southern-cross-early-childhood-school/  

Bright Star Café Menu – Term One 

 

Children attending the school in Preschool to Year 2 have the option to purchase a lunch order made by our lovely 

Chef Hana in the Bright Star Café – these include a hot meal and piece of fruit for $5.00. Each term we have a new 

Seasonal Menu on a four week rotation.  

Menu and envelopes for payment are found on the reception desk. Please ensure you mark down your class name 

and any allergies or dietary preferences, and you can pre-order in advance! 

https://www.anglicare.com.au/services/early-learning/anglicare-at-southern-cross-early-childhood-school/


P&C 

Welcome to the 2021 school year! 

Hello and a big welcome to our new families at Southern Cross! Our P&C runs a number of events throughout the 

year from discos to movie nights to sausage sizzles. We do all this to raise as much money for our beautiful school as 

we can AND add to the sense of community we enjoy here. The P&C meet twice a term and our core committee does 

a lot behind the scenes. We then call out for helpers at specific events. You can be as involved as you'd like and we 

would love to have some fresh helpers in 2021.   

Annual General Meeting 

The P&C will be holding our Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, 24 

February at 7pm. You can attend in person in the staff room (access to the 

school via the staff car park entrance) or via ZOOM (how to join 

information will be distributed on the day). This AGM is important as it is 

where the new President, Secretary and Treasurer will be elected. The 

current committee has given two years to their roles and need to step 

down. We need new parents and carers to step up so that the school can 

have fun activities such as the disco and CampOUT! Without a new 

committee we will be reduced to a uniform shop with no other 

community events. 

For more information please reach out to our outgoing President, Jess 

Yeo, on scecspandc@gmail.com. Our current committee members are 

committed to handing over the roles as thoroughly as possible and 

helping you through the first events.  

Thank You School Clothing Volunteers 

Thank you for everyone's support during the uniform shops back to school rush. Our two volunteers, Megan and 

Cassy did a brilliant job.  

Jess Yeo 
P&C President 

Scholastic Book Club 

Your child will soon or may have already brought home a new issue of Scholastic Book Club. Every order placed earns 

points for the school to purchase valuable resources. Ordering on line is easy and convenient, but cash orders are 

welcome too. More info can be found on the first issue. 

This is an activity done by the Parents and Citizens Association (P&C) to support the school.  

Kind regards, 
Jasja van den Bos, Coordinator Scholastic Book Club 
schoolbooksscecs@gmail.com 

mailto:scecspandc@gmail.com
mailto:schoolbooksscecs@gmail.com


Community Information 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


